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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Aortic Symposium 2012 is a two-day symposium
focused on the pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment
of aortic aneurysms and dissections. The faculty consists
of world leaders in this field who have been invited to share
their experience regarding difficult problems in aortic
disease.
PROGRAM FORMAT
The Aortic Symposium 2012 will primarily feature faculty
presentations of original work and ‘‘how I do it’’ videos.
Manuscripts and Videos selected from submitted abstracts
will comprise the balance of the program andmay be consid-
ered for publication in the Journal of Thoracic and Cardio-
vascular Surgery. Accepted presentations will be available
on the Presentation on Demand (POD) System, a network
of computer stations distributed throughout the meeting
area that permits attendees to review PowerPoint and Video
presentations on demand.
The preliminary program can be viewed online at http://
www.aats.org/aortic/Program.html.
TARGETAUDIENCE
This conference is designed to meet the educational needs
of cardiovascular and thoracic surgeons, residents, perfu-
sionists, ICU and OR nurses, and those involved with the
care of individuals with aortic disease.
ACCREDITATION
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is accredited
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Educa-
tion to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
This live activity has been approved for AMA PRA Cate-
gory 1 Credits.996 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular SurgAATS 92nd Annual Meeting
(Immediately following the Aortic Symposium 2012 in
New York, NY)
April 28–May 2, 2012
Moscone West Convention Center
San Francisco, CA
In addition to the outstanding education offered at the Satur-
day and Sunday symposia, plenary and simultaneous ses-
sions, and other courses, AATS Annual Meeting attendees
are encouraged to take advantage of the other offerings in-
cluding:
CT ICU of the Future
Sunday, April 29, 2012–Tuesday,May 1, 2012, on the Ex-
hibit Hall Floor
The continuing evolution of ICU technology and the in-
creased complexity of CVT Critical Care challenge CT sur-
geons to keep current on new technologies. AATS attendees
will be able to see firsthand what the future holds for cardio-
thoracic surgical critical care at the ICU of the Future
display.
Located in the Exhibit Hall between the Cardiac and Gen-
eral Thoracic Operating Rooms of the Future, the CT
ICU of the Future will showcase the newest equipment
and the latest technological advances in imaging, ad-
vanced information technology, and critical care medicine
used in cardiothoracic surgical critical care. New for
2012, the ICU of the Future display will feature two
patient rooms highlighting two different patient scenar-
ios—one will be a high acuity room, the other a more
‘‘standard’’ ICU room. Be sure to stop by while the
Exhibit Hall is open from Sunday, April 29th through
Tuesday, May 1st.
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OPERATING ROOMS OF THE FUTURE: HYBRID
TECHNOLOGIES
Sunday, April 29, 2012–Tuesday, May 1, 2012, on the
Exhibit Hall Floor
Stop by the display to learn what 21st century operating
rooms offer to the specialty of thoracic surgery.
BUILDING THE HYBRID OR OF THE FUTURE:
A Practical Approach How to Take Your Ideas and Con-
cepts and Make Them a Reality
Monday, April 30, 2012
1:00 PM–4:30 PMery c April 2012
